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Composer’s Note

The work is in two movements - the second of which combines to some extent the functions both of the classical slow movement and finale,

but the material throughout this movement, in both slow and faster sections, is closely related.

The thematic basis of the entire work is a Lydian scale, C to C (with F sharp), and the development of the music displays both alteration of the

scale towards different intervallic sequences, e.g. whole tone and Neapolitan major; and also the serial permutation of smaller segments of the scale.

There are additionally some 'free' sections where the total tonraum is filled in different ways against florid figuration by the soloist.

The first movement is ushered in by a long F sharp on the cello against a side drum crescendo. After displays of the basic scale by the soloist,

the orchestra anticipates what is to be the principal idea of the movement but is interrupted by free fanfares. The movement then develops through

a series of re-statements of the main thematic idea interspersed with alternating florid and epigrammatic solo sections. A short piano outburst (the

piano having been silent until now) heralds the principal cello cadenza and climax.

The second movement is divided into two main parts - the first is an impressionistic nocturne with a thematic idea based on a whole tone

modification of the basic scale. The piano, (used as in the first movement as a deliberately intrusive element), sets the allegro tempo of the second

part, which is basically a set of variations and a rondo combined - the principal idea has a folk-dance character established by a 'gapped' version of

the basic scale.

A frenetic cadenza based on a series of free sections leads to a coda featuring the folk motif, now telescoped into a single phrase covering two

simultaneous tonalities of C and D - the latter note sustained throughout by the cello.

© Copyright 1989 Vanderbeek & Imrie Ltd.

Instrumentation

3 Flutes, one doubling Piccolo
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets (Bb), one doubling Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons, one doubling Contrabassoon
4 Horns (F)
3 Trumpets (C)
3 Trombones
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion: Side Drum, Tenor Drum, Bass Drum, Cymbals, Gongs (3 Small), Tamtam, Triangle,

3 Tomtoms, Sleigh Bells, Tubular Bells, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Whip,
Chinese Chimes
Harp
Piano (doubling Celesta)
Strings (min. 12, 12, 8, 6, 5)

Conventional transpositions are written
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Note: despite the composer's scoring of the Concerto throughout for two clarinets, bar 322 originally with three clarinets, Clarinet 1 playing the notes now allocated to Oboe 1.
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